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lifestyle
TOGETHER:
Bird’s ‘The
Messenger’
(left) and
‘Lonesome
Travellers’
by Georghiou (right)
are on display as part
of the two
artists’ joint
show

ARTICHOKE
By Melissa Hekkers

Sunday
sketching
I accidentally tuned into
a replay of CyBC’s Sunday sketch as I drove
back from Paphos during the week.
Initially, it put a smile
on my face because for
one, it’s been quite a
while since someone
has read me a story.
Of any kind. But also
because it got me
thinking back to when
I used to listen to
these shows.
It was most probably at
the same time of the
year as now, when we
gradually reverted
back to the indoors.
When and if time permitted friends and I
would turn up the volume, only to be comically entertained by
these Sunday sidelines. Mostly, these
sketches had to do
with ‘village stories’,
they spoke about characters entwined with
village life and most,
i f not all revolved
around village gossip.
But back then, the internet was taking its
first steps, TV started
at about 6pm and was
limited to three or
four channels and media ent er t ainment
was r ather bleak.
Coming across it as I
returned on the Paphos – Limassol highway made the readings even more surreal. It wasn’t just
about the village life
but it was also a reminder of ‘what we
used to do.’
The sketch kept me company until I had nearly reached Nicosia, but
it stayed with me long
after I had turned the
radio off. The sketch
told a story about ‘xenitia’ (foreign lands
and expatriation).
But another kind of
xenitia than what
we’re currently experiencing. The leading
characters – a couple,
had left Cyprus for the
UK during the war of
74. And there, as the
story goes, they eventually prospered.
I’ve recently said goodbye to a couple of
friends looking for a
better future abroad.
F r esh star t, clean
slate. There’s something refreshing about
that thought as is the
prospect of new, 21st
c ent u r y S un d ay
sketches…
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JOINT EXHIBITION AT KYPRIAKI GONIA GALLERY

‘Imaginary
Constellations’ &
‘In-between Places’

P

hil Bird and Anna
Georghiou have returned
to Cyprus for their exciting new joint exhibition ‘Imaginary Constellations’ and ‘In-between Places’ at Larnaca’s Kypriaki Gonia Gallery.
The artists are also giving a
special performance of their music as ‘Troubadours Garden’ plus
a creative arts/music workshop
open to the public at the Cornaro
Institute, also in Larnaca.
Georghiou has called her
part of the exhibition ‘In Between Places’ because many of
the paintings were completed
in Okehampton, a small market
town in Devon England.
Georghiou holds a BA in Psychology/Philosophy and an MA
in Fine Art, she exhibits internationally and has work in many
collections.
Her paintings depict groups of
figures in a timeless setting; offering viewers alternative possible worlds, questioning perceived
reality and embracing the crea-

tive imagination.
“Honesty in Art is important
to me, Art need not shock or follow superficial hollow trends. In
an age of cynicism I wish to affirm the enduring qualities of the
human spirit and reignite the
search for the Logos (the soul),
and the Insightful power of the
mind,” the artist says in a text on
her approach to her craft. Visit
www.artannageorghiou for more
on the artist and her work.
Bird has called his part of the
exhibition ‘Imaginary Constellations’.
He started this series while
living in Cyprus and painting in
his studio at Cyprus College of
Art where he led the Foundation
Course in Art for four years. He
has continued to work on this series in England and is says he is
pleased to present them at Kypriaki Gonia upon his return to
the island.
Bird continues to explore the
spirituality and symbolism of
folklore, fairytale and myth in

his painting and music. He says
of this work: “after many years
working on a larger scale I felt
the creative pulse changing. Now
I find delight in an almost miniature way of painting. I love the
intensity and focused imagery
that this way of painting brings
to me”.
Bird continues: “When I am
immersed in this visionary craft,
starting from improvised and
fluid beginnings, I find unexpected themes rise to meet me. This
kind of art tells visionary tales.....
For me painting is always at the
start of an adventure, at the
threshold between personal and
transpersonal realms it can be
blissful scary and ecstatic. Painting is a Trance, a dance, a chance
to make the old songs birth songs
again.”
Bird has paintings in national
collections in Britain and has exhibited his work internationally
over several decades. He has also been involved in many visual
arts and music initiatives in edu-

cation and community in Cyprus
and UK. As a songwriter he has
released five CDs and will be performing music as Troubadours
Garden with Georghiou at the
Cornaro Institute Larnaca this
month. The date of the performance will be announced soon.
‘Imaginary Constellations’ &
‘In-between Places’ will be on until October 5.
Visit at www.troubadoursgarden.wix.com/music to hear
Georghiou and Bird’s music and
find out about their workshops.
Also visit www.artmusephilbird.
com to see an archive on Bird’s
paintings.
Kypriaki Gonia Gallery is siatuted at 45, Stadiou St., Larnaca.
Visit www.gallerykypriakigonia.
com.cy, e-mail kypriaki.gonia@
cytanet.com.cy or call 24621109
for more information.
Kypriaki Gonia Gallery recently celebrated its 20th anniversary with a highly successful
group exhibition.
AK

‘Jazz Way’ by Fenwick and Neophytou
Local Jazz duet Sarah Fenwick and Marinos
Neophytou have released their new CD ‘Jazz
Way’.
The Limassol launch, the first, will be
on Wednesday at cavArt (25348051) from
8-10pm and include a short performance.
Capturing the warm sound of live Jazz is
not easy in this age of technology and special sound effects, but Fenwick and Neophytou succeeded by recording their CD ‘Jazz
Way’ live, and preserving the dynamic energy
that is so exciting about this beautiful music.
‘Jazz Way’ was recorded in Cyprus,
and the cover art features a photograph of old Nicosia within the walls.
The Cypriot musicians based their new work
on their series of Jazz concerts titled ‘Incurable Romantics’ in 2012. The concerts were
a great success, and received rave reviews
from other respected musicians, including
acclaimed classical pianist Yiannis Georgiou.
“It was like being transported to a Jazz Club
performance of a sort that I didn’t think ex-

isted in Cyprus. Sarah is a committed and
polished Jazz singer. She has a beautiful, crystal, bell-like, high frequency voice. And she is
a complete artist in that she clearly lives and
breathes her singing. Sarah gives a beautiful-

ly polished performance and is accompanied
with much conviction and also heartfelt commitment on the guitar by Marinos Neophytou,” Georgiou adds.
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